Nematode-induced low-grade chronic inflammation of the iris.
There are thousands of parasitic nematode species that have been identified. Many have been documented to invade the eye and periorbital tissues. Whether adult or larvae, alive or dead, they can result in a wide range of ocular and systemic manifestations. Classification of the nematode can be helpful in the treatment planning for these patients. A 60-year-old Hispanic male presented without complaints. During routine examination, the presence of peripheral anterior synechiae, posterior synechiae, and focal cataract were linked to an immobile, partly degenerated 2 to 3 mm long coiled nematode in the anterior chamber. Results from DNA analysis were most consistent with a member of the Trichostrongylus or Metastrongylus genera, or a new nematode species.